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Biographical Sketch

William G. Thompson, S.J., was born in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. In 1948, after
graduating from high school, Thompson entered the Society of Jesus. He took his final
vows in 1966. He received a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from Loyola University
Chicago in 1953 and 1956, respectively. He received a Licentiate in Sacred Theology
(S.T.L.) from West Baden College in 1962. Thompson also studied at the Pontifical
Biblical Institute in Rome, where he earned a Licentiate in Sacred Scripture (S.S.L.) and
a Doctor of Sacred Scripture (S.S.D.) in 1965 and 1969, respectively.

Thompson taught at the Jesuit School of Theology and the Institute of Pastoral
Studies at Loyola University Chicago. He worked with the JST from 1967 until its
closing in 1981, and with Loyola from 1971 (full-time beginning in 1981) until his death
in 1996. He published numerous books and articles on the Gospels, including The
Gospels for Your Whole Life, Matthew’s Story: Good News for Uncertain Times, and
Matthew’s Advice to a Divided Community. Thompson was also a prolific lecturer,
conducting retreats, seminars, and workshops across the Midwest.

Thompson passed away from non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma of the liver on September
24, 1996.

Scope and Content

The William G. Thompson, S.J., papers consists of 14.25 linear feet spanning the
years 1908 and 1959 to 1995 and includes academic papers; articles; audiocassettes;
correspondence; curriculum vitae; manuscripts; notes; photographs; prayers; programs;
student papers; and syllabi. Subjects covered include Catholicism; the Chicago Cluster of
Theological Schools; church services; funerals; the Gospels; the Institute of Pastoral
Studies; the Jesuit School of Theology; the Loyola Jesuit community; ministry and
outreach; peace and justice; philosophy; psychology; scripture; spiritual exercises;
symbols; and weddings.
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Series

Series 1: Biographical/Personal, 1971-1995, n.d., Box 1

This series consists of academic records; correspondence; curriculum vitae; family trusts
and wills; programs; and writings. Subjects covered include James Fowler; Mary Sharon
Riley; Thompson’s academic career; Thompson’s family; and William Thompson.

Series 2: Organizations, 1969-1993, n.d., Boxes 1-2

This series consists of correspondence; meeting notes; and programs. Subjects covered
include the Catholic Biblical Association of America; the Chicago Society of Biblical
Research; RADIX; and the Society of Biblical Literature.

Series 3: Loyola Jesuit Community, 1981-1995, n.d., Boxes 2-3

This series consists of agendas; correspondence; meeting notes; memorandums; and
programs. Subjects covered include the Chicago province; Ignatius House; and Loyola
Jesuits.

Series 4: Services, 1971-1995, n.d., Boxes 3-6

This series consists of correspondence; homilies; invitations; music; notes; photographs;
prayers; and programs. Subjects covered include Advent; Christmas; church services;
Easter; funerals; Lent; and weddings.

Series 5: Retreats/Seminars/Workshops, 1959-1960, 1970-1995, Boxes 6-12

This series consists of correspondence; lectures; notes; and programs. Subjects covered
include Catholicism; evangelization; the Gospels; marriage; Mary; priesthood; scripture;
social justice; spiritual exercises; suffering; and transitions.

Series 6: Teaching Materials, 1970-1995, n.d., Boxes 12-17

This series consists of bulletins; class lists; correspondence; handbooks; lectures; student
papers; syllabi. Subjects include the Chicago Cluster of Theological Schools;
Christianity; ethics; homosexuality; the Institute of Pastoral Studies; the Jesuit School of
Theology; Carl Jung; myth; psychology; scripture; spiritual exercises; symbols; and
women in the ministry.

Subseries 6A: Chicago Cluster of Theological Schools/Jesuit School of Theology,
1973-1981, n.d., Boxes 12-14

This series consists of class lists; correspondence; handbooks; lectures; statutes; student
papers; and syllabi. Subjects covered include Christianity; ethics; homosexuality; myth;
scripture; symbols; and women in the ministry.

Subseries 6B: Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola University Chicago, 1971-1993,
n.d., Boxes 15-17

This series consists of bulletins; class lists; correspondence; lectures; student papers; and
syllabi. Subjects covered include ethics; evil; the Gospels; Carl Jung; myth; psychology;
scripture; and symbols.

Series 7: Manuscripts & Published Articles, 1973-1992, n.d., Boxes 17-19
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This series consists of articles; manuscripts; and notes, written by Thompson. Subjects
covered include Catholicism; conflict; faith development; the Gospel; Carl Jung;
psychology; and scripture.

Series 8: Research Materials: Notes and Articles, 1961-1991, n.d., Boxes 19-28
This series consists of articles; correspondence; notes; and programs. Subjects covered
include the Church/priesthood; emotions; ministry/outreach; other scholars; peace &
justice; philosophy & symbols; psychology; scripture; and spirituality.

Series 9: Photographs, 1908, 1970-1994, Box 28
This series consists of photographs. Subjects include the Grotto at the University of Notre
Dame; William Thompson; and Thompson’s father.

Series 10: Audiocassettes, 1992, Box 28
This series consists of audiocassettes. Subjects covered include Advent.

Series 11: Restricted, 1970-1987, n.d., Box 29
This series consists of student grades and student papers. Subjects covered include the
classes and students taught by Thompson.

Subjects

Catholicism

Chicago Cluster of Theological Schools
Fowler, James

Gospels

Institute of Pastoral Studies
Jesuit School of Theology
Jung, Carl

Ministry

New Testament

Old Testament

Priesthood

Scripture

Social Justice

Society of Jesus
Spirituality

Thompson, William G., S.J.
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Accession No.: UA1996.29
Creator: Thompson, William G., S.J. (1930-1996)

Box | Folder Title Dates
Series 1: Biographical/Personal, 1971-1995, n.d.
1 1 Curriculum Vitae c. 1971-1977,
1994
1 2 Academic Record — Pontificio Instituto Biblico (1963-1967) | 1977
1 3 Correspondence with and regarding James Fowler 1977-1987
1 4 Mary Sharon Riley — Correspondence, Programs, & 1989-1995,
Writings n.d.
1 5 Wills & Trusts 1991-1993
1 6 WGT Family Tree n.d.
Series 2: Organizations, 1969-1993, n.d.
1 7 Society of Biblical Literature 1969-1975
1 8 Catholic Biblical Association of America Meetings & 1969-1981
Correspondence
1 9 Chicago Society of Biblical Research — Correspondence & | 1969-1985
Programs
1 10 RADIX: Institute of Preparation for Pastoral Spiritual 1982-1983
Guidance
2 1 Catholic Biblical Association of America Meetings & 1982-1993,
Correspondence n.d.
2 2 Catholic Biblical Association: Executive Committee 1989-1991
Series 3: Loyola Jesuit Community, 1981-1995, n.d.
2 3 Ignatius House Residence Information (1 of 2) 1981-1992,
n.d.
2 4 Ignatius House Residence Information (2 of 2) 1981-1992,
n.d.
2 5 Society of Jesus Provincial Correspondence & Meetings 1986-1992
2 6 Gatherings of Loyola Jesuits 1989-1991
2 7 Province Colloquium 1992-1993
3 1 Loyola Jesuit Community: Meetings, Agendas, & 1992-1993
Information
3 2 Correspondence from the Chicago Province Regarding 1993
Sexual Misconduct
3 3 Loyola Jesuit Community: Meetings, Agendas, & 1993-1994
Information
3 4 Gatherings of Loyola Jesuits 1993-1995
3 5 Loyola Jesuit Community: Meetings, Agendas, & 1994-1995
Information
Series 4: Services, 1971-1995, n.d.
3 6 Funerals: Service Books, Homilies, & Correspondence 1971-1988,
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n.d.
3 7 Weddings Celebrated — Invitations, Programs, Homilies, 1973, 1981-
Blessings, & Notes 1988
4 1 Holy Week Texts & Notes 1976-1989,
n.d.
4 2 Homilies 1981-1987
4 3 Advent/Christmas Programs & Schedules 1981-1995
4 4 Roman Catholic Liturgy 1983
4 5 Lent: Eastertide Sunday Readings (C Cycle) (1 of 2) 1983-1989,
n.d.
4 6 Lent: Eastertide Sunday Readings (C Cycle) (2 of 2) 1983-1989,
n.d.
4 7 Lent: Eastertide Sunday Scripture (Cycle B) 1983-1994,
n.d.
4 8 Canons & Prayers 1984
5 1 Lent: Eastertide — Celebrating the Paschal Mystery (A 1984-1987,
Cycle) n.d.
5 2 Holy Week Programs, Schedules, & Notes 1984-1988,
n.d.
5 3 Weddings Celebrated — Invitations, Programs, Homilies, 1989-1993,
Blessings, & Notes n.d.
5 4 Lent: Ash Wednesday Mission, Services, Talks, & Notes 1990-1993
5 5 Eastertide Cycle C n.d.
5 6 Sacred Scripture: Advent/Christmas n.d.
6 1 Wedding Materials n.d.
Series 5: Retreats/Seminars/Workshops, 1959-1960,
1970-1995
6 2 Ignatian Spirituality Seminar & Papers 1959-1960,
1970, n.d.
6 3 Lay Ministry & Priesthood Talk & Research Notes 1971-1984,
n.d.
6 4 “The New Testament and the Priest of Tomorrow” 1972
6 5 Chicago Marriage Encounter Weekends 1973-1979,
n.d.
6 6 Lecture Materials — Social Mission of the Church & 1974-1981
Scripture ‘74
6 7 Meaning in Meaningless Suffering: Gospels of Paul 1975, 1989-
Workshops 1992, n.d.
6 8 “Kingdom, Social Consciousness, Scriptures” — Dynamics 1976
of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Workshop
6 9 “Roman Catholicism Confronts the Modern World” Drafts | 1976-1977
& Correspondence
6 10 Priests’ Institute on Evangelization, June 11-13 1978
6 11 Evangelization, Davenport, lowa 1979
7 1 Dynamics of Faith in John Workshops 1980-1990
7 2 “What ‘Peace’ Did Jesus Bring?” Thompson Talk & 1981-1983,
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Research n.d.
7 3 Cenacle Home Retreatants 1982
7 4 CBA Seminar: The Gospel in Adult Spirituality & Religious | 1982-1983
Education
7 5 “Faith Does Justice” Workshops 1982-1988
7 6 Descriptions of Workshops & Seminars 1982-1990
7 7 “Mary — Model of Living Faith” Workshops/Retreats 1982-1986,
1993
7 8 Mark’s Gospel & Faith Development 1985
8 1 “Approaching Scripture Through Prayer & Study” 1985-1986
Workshop Days
8 2 “Making Meaning in Mid-Life” Workshops 1985-1990,
n.d.
8 3 “Gospels for Your Whole Life” Adult Education Sessions 1986
8 4 Transitions Talks 1986, n.d.
8 5 The Adult Journey — Transitions — Workshop & Retreat 1986-1987
8 6 Gospel of Matthew Workshops 1986-1993
8 7 “Jesuits & the Word of God” Conference 1987
9 1 Transitions in Adult/Faith Development 1987, n.d.
9 2 “Invitations to Spirituality in Adult Transitions” Sessions 1987-1995
9 3 Using the Gospels in Pastoral Ministry 1988-1991
9 4 Gospel of Luke Workshops 1988-1993
9 5 Luke’s Jesus & Women Workshops 1988-1994,
n.d.
9 6 Enculturation Symposium, Summer 1989
10 1 Workshops & Seminars, Fall to Spring 1989-1990
10 2 Advent/Christmas Season Workshops 1989-1992
10 3 A Person for Our Times: Jesus in the Gospels Workshops 1990-1991
10 4 Mark’s Gospel Workshops 1990-1991
10 5 Workshops & Seminars, Fall to Spring 1990-1991
10 6 Paul for Priests Workshops (1 of 2) 1990-1995
10 7 Paul for Priests Workshops (2 of 2) 1990-1995
11 1 “Development and Discernment” Workshop 1991
11 2 Workshops & Seminars, Fall 1991
11 3 Workshops & Seminars, Spring 1992
11 4 Workshops & Retreats — Correspondence, Programs, & 1992-1994
Notes (1 of 3)
11 5 Workshops & Retreats — Correspondence, Programs, & 1992-1994
Notes (2 of 3)
11 6 Workshops & Retreats — Correspondence, Programs, & 1992-1994
Notes (3 of 3)
11 7 Putting Social Thought into Social Action 1993
11 8 “Scripture Conversation” Sessions at St. Ignatius Parish 1994
11 9 Cursillo Lecture Series 1994-1995
12 1 Directed Retreats n.d.
12 2 Mark’s Jesus and Men n.d.
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Series 6: Teaching Materials, 1970-1995, n.d.

12 3 Spiritual Exercises Courses 1970-1971
12 4 Sacred Scripture & Spiritual Exercises Curriculum, 1970, 1980-
Discussion Questions, Notes 1983, n.d.
12 5 The New Testament in Christian Ethics — Thompson & 1972
O’Callaghan
12 6 Social Consciousness, Scripture and the Spiritual Exercises, | 1975
Fall Semester
12 7 DIVN 584: Carl Jung & Theology (Prof. R. Sears) 1978
12 8 “The Art of Spiritual Direction” — Jesuit School of 1984
Theology, Berkeley, Course
12 9 “The Personal Context of Ministry” Course — Loyola New 1986
Orleans
Subseries 6A: Chicago Cluster of Theological
Schools/Jesuit School of Theology, 1973-1981, n.d.
12 10 CCTS 420: New Testament Perspectives on Social 1973-1974
Transformation
12 11 “Homosexuality As a Moral and Pastoral Problem” 1974
12 12 Correspondence Regarding Positions 1974-1978
13 1 Faculty/Student Handbook — Jesuit School of Theology 1976-1977
13 2 CCTS B-411 Myth and Symbol in the Bible, Reeves- 1977
Thompson
13 3 Partial Draft of Revision of JSTC Statutes 1977
13 4 “Can the Church Be Christian?,” Winter Semester (1 of 2) | 1977-1978
13 5 “Can the Church Be Christian?,” Winter Semester (2 of 2) | 1977-1978
13 6 CCTS 420 — Social Transformation 1980
13 7 CCTS B-411 “Symbol & Myth in the Bible” 1980
13 8 CCTS New Testament Faculty Group 1980
13 9 Closing of the Jesuit School of Theology 1980
14 1 JTSC B/E 439: The Bible in Christian Ethics 1980
14 2 JSTC B/E 439: Bible in Ethics Il: Liberation Theology & 1980
Puebla Document
14 3 “The Story of the Son of God: A Study in Mark’s 1980
Christology,” paper by Guy Rainotte for CCTS B-505,
includes “Symbol & Myth in the Bible” paper by Reeves &
Thompson
14 4 JTSC Women Protests — Correspondence 1980-1981
14 5 A Self-Study of the Chicago Cluster of Theological Schools | 1981
14 6 Appendix to the Self-Study of the Chicago Cluster of 1981
Theological Schools
14 7 JSTC Celebration 1981
14 8 CCTS 483: Family, Women, and Sexuality n.d.
Subseries 6B: Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola
University Chicago, 1971-1993, n.d.
15 1 IPS Summer Classes: Scriptural Answers to Evil & 1971
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Luke/Acts from Vpt. Of Dramatic Action

15 2 IPS Courses — Correspondence, Bulletins, & Directories 1973-1978
15 3 IPS 409-37-P06 Myth & Symbol in the Gospel of John 1976
15 4 IPS Courses — Correspondence, Bulletins, & Directories 1978-1981,
n.d.
15 S) “Thinking Globally, Acting Locally: Ministry in 1981
Perspective” - IPS
15 6 IPS 408-37-P04: Scripture in Spiritual Direction 1982-1983
15 7 IPS 420-37-P09: The Bible In Contemporary Ethics (1 of 2) | 1983-1984
15 8 IPS 420-37-P09: The Bible In Contemporary Ethics (2 of 2) | 1983-1984
16 1 Student Papers 1983, 1987-
1988
16 2 “Themes in Spiritual Companionship” IPS Study Session, 1984
Summer
16 3 Judy Garneau — Papers, Correspondence, & Poetry 1985
16 4 IPS 413-37-P07: Women and the Gospel Vision 1985-1986
16 5) IPS 416-37-P41: Jung and the Bible 1986-1988
16 6 Commencement Mass — May 22 1987
16 7 Correspondence Regarding Position at IPS 1987-1995
17 1 Peter Gilmour: Article 1992-1993
17 2 IPS 417-37-P03: Human Development and the Gospel of n.d.
Mark
17 3 IPS 414-37-P07: Jung & the Old Testament n.d.
Series 7: Manuscripts & Published Articles, 1973-1992,
n.d.
17 4 “Conflict/Competition, Anger and Growth in the Church” 1973, n.d.
17 5 “Reflection on Changing Catholic Piety & Practice” 1978
17 6 “The Gospels for Your Whole Life” Manuscript 1983
17 7 “Paul and His Message for Life’s Journey” Manuscript 1986
18 1 “Acts of the Apostles: Witnessing the Risen Lord” Drafts & | 1989-1992,
Research n.d.
18 2 “Anti-Pharisaism in Matthew — Jesus Against His Culture” | n.d.
18 3 “The Bible in Faith Development” n.d.
18 4 Biblical Perspectives on Social Transformation: Toward a n.d.
Constructive Methodology
18 5 Conversion: Some Reflections n.d.
18 6 “Getting to Know Jung’s Psychology” (1 of 2) n.d.
18 7 “Getting to Know Jung’s Psychology” (2 of 2) n.d.
18 8 “A Gospel Language of Pain and Possibility” n.d.
18 9 Interacting with the New Testament n.d.
19 1 Interacting with the New Testament: Chs. 3 & 5: Stories n.d.
19 2 Interacting with the New Testament: Ch. 4: Imagining n.d.
19 3 “John — Confrontation Toward Conversion” n.d.
19 4 “John’s Gospel and Faith Development” Drafts n.d.
19 5 “Luke’s Story of Universal Salvation: Perspectives on n.d.
Luke-Acts”
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19 6 Matthew’s Gospel: Coping with Confusion n.d.

19 7 N.T. Perspectives on Man n.d.

19 8 “The Poor in Luke: Tension in the Kingdom” n.d.

Series 8: Research Materials: Notes and Articles, 1961-
1991, n.d.
The Church/Priesthood

19 9 Articles on the Priesthood 1962-1969

19 10 | Articles on the Priesthood 1970-1976,
n.d.

20 1 Celibacy 1968-1981,
n.d.

20 2 Church: Since Vatican 1l 1978-1988

20 3 Definitions of Universal & Hebrew/Christian Symbols n.d.

20 4 Economic Pastoral — Articles & Encyclicals 1984-1991,
n.d.

20 5 Economic Pastoral — Thompson’s Notes 1985-1987,
n.d.

20 6 Liberation Theology Articles n.d.

20 7 Pastoral Care Notes & Meetings 1986-1987,
n.d.

20 8 Report of the Subcommittee on the Systematic Theology of | 1971

the Priesthood

20 9 \ocation n.d.

20 10 | Women & the Church — Articles & Student Papers 1973-1991

21 1 Women & the Church — Articles n.d.

21 2 Women in the Ministry — Notes & Articles 1975-1987,
n.d.

21 3 Women’s Ordination: Sacred Scripture — Articles & 1971-1978,

Research Notes n.d.
Emotions

21 4 Compassion Articles & Reading List 1976-1978,
n.d.

21 5 Faith 1981

21 6 Hope 1979-1987

21 7 Resurrection n.d.

21 8 Suffering 1981, n.d.

Ministry/Outreach

21 9 Adult Education 1978, n.d.

21 10 | Adult Religious Education — Articles & Notes 1978-1990

21 11 Campus Ministry n.d.

22 1 Caring for Aging Parents 1986-1988,
n.d.

22 2 Grieving Ministry 1989-1990

22 3 Ministering to Others 1982, n.d.

22 4 Notes on Marriage & Divorce 1972, n.d.

22 5 Published Articles on Marriage & Divorce 1977-1981,
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n.d.
Other Scholars

22 6 Articles by Paul Ricouer 1963-1981

22 7 Articles on Paul Ricouer (Including by Thompson) 1973-1978,
n.d.

22 8 CCTS Faculty Seminar on the Thought of Paul Ricouer 1978-1979

22 9 Fowler’s Six Stages of Faith Development (1 of 2) 1978-1981,
n.d.

22 10 Fowler’s Six Stages of Faith Development (2 of 2) 1978-1981,
n.d.

23 1 James Fowler’s “Stages of Faith” & Reactions 1977-1986

23 2 “Mary’s Journey” — Louis J. Cameli n.d.

23 3 “Spiritual Direction, The How and Why of It in Faithful n.d.

Living” — Mary Sharon Riely
23 4 Vocation, Fowler, & Spirituality 1992, n.d.
Peace & Justice

23 5 Ch. 10: Acting for Justice n.d.

23 6 Pax Christi USA & IL Publications & Brochures 1983-1988

23 7 Peace & Justice Documents 1971-1975,
n.d.

24 1 Peace & Peace Pastoral Publications 1982-1987,
n.d.

24 2 Ministries & Social Justice 1979

24 3 Nonviolence 1985-1987,
n.d.

24 4 Serving Faith and Promoting Justice n.d.

Philosophy & Symbols

24 5 Articles on Myth, Narrative, & Symbols 1961-1986

24 6 Building the Archetypal Metaphors 1987, n.d.

24 7 Hermeneutics Articles 1978-1979,
1989

24 8 Images of God Symbols n.d.

24 9 Notes on Symbols n.d.

24 10 Structure & Content Readings n.d.

Psychology

25 1 Articles on Jung 1970-1986

25 2 Jung & Spirituality 1979-1988

25 3 King Arthur & Psychology/The Wounded Child n.d.

Scripture

25 4 Bible in Ethics: Methodological Matters 1970, n.d.

25 5 Gospel Images of Mission — Research Notes 1987, n.d.

25 6 Hermeneutics — Use of Sacred Scripture in Ministry 1971-1982,
n.d.

25 7 New Testament and Pentecostalism 1976, n.d.
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26 1 New Testament in Christian Ethics Articles 1967-1978,
n.d.

26 2 Notes: Use of SS in Ministry n.d.

26 3 NT: Christian Movement, Gospel Traditions, Paul n.d.

26 4 Parallel Accounts of the Victory over Pharaoh n.d.

26 5 Sacred Scripture & Spiritual Exercises Readings 1970-1978,
n.d.

26 6 Sacred Scripture & Spiritual Exercises Writings 1971-1981,
n.d.

26 7 Sacred Scripture & Spiritual Exercises Writings 1982-1983

27 1 Scriptural Pray & Study — Articles & Notes n.d.

27 2 Scripture in Liturgy n.d.

27 3 Scripture in Preaching 1972

27 4 Using Scripture in Ministry 1982-1987

27 5 “The Word of God on Social Consciousness” n.d.

Spirituality

27 6 Articles on Spiritual Exercises 1962-1967

27 7 Inner World of Spirit n.d.

27 8 Notes on Spiritual Exercises n.d.

28 1 Prayer Companion’s Handbook 1984

28 2 “Program to Adapt the Spiritual Exercises” Articles n.d.

28 3 Soundings: A Task Force on Social Consciousness & 1974

Ignatian Spirituality

28 4 Spiritual Direction Articles & Notes 1971-1980,
n.d.

28 5 Spiritual Traditions n.d.

28 6 Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits 1972-1975

28 7 World Religions n.d.

Series 9: Photographs, 1908, 1970-1994

28 8 Junior League — Detroit College (Thompson’s Father?) 1908

28 9 Portraits of William Thompson c. 1970s-1980s

28 10 Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes — University of Notre Dame | 1994

Series 10: Audiocassettes, 1992
28 11 Advent 1992 — From Parish to Home 1992
Series 11: Restricted, 1970-1987, n.d.

29 1 Student Grades 1970-1988

29 2 Graded Pages of Student Papers 1986-1987,
n.d.
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