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Administration Information 
Restrictions:  None 
Copyright: Copyright is owned by Loyola University Chicago 
Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Archives & Special Collections. Illinois Catholic 
Historical Society records, 1906-1990. Box #, folder #. 
Provenance: Transferred to the Loyola University Chicago Archives and Special 
Collections by John Mentag, S.J., editor of Mid-America on June 12, 1980, and July 1, 
1981. 
Separations: None  
See Also: 

Administrative History 
Inspired by the centennial of the state of Illinois, Frederic Siedenburg, S.J., established 
the Illinois Catholic Historical Society at the School of Sociology, Loyola University, in 
1918.  From its inception it was supported financially and physically by the university. 
The goal of the society was to study and survey the Catholic history of Illinois; collect 
historical works, documents, records, relics and mementoes; create a Catholic library and 
museum; and disseminate knowledge of Catholic history through lectures and 
publications, specifically the Illinois Catholic Historical Review, a quarterly journal. 
Siedenburg presided as the first editor of the journal, with the first volume appearing in 
1918 and continuing until 1929 before the name changed to Mid-America. In 1933 the 
society participated in the Century of Progress World’s Fair with an exhibit of 
Marquette’s cabin. In 1934 the society transferred complete control of the journal to 
Loyola University and the Illinois Catholic Historical Society ceased to exist.  

Scope and Content 
The Illinois Catholic Historical Society records comprise of 9.25 linear feet with the bulk 
of the records spanning the years 1918 to 1990, and include correspondence; financial 
records; minutes; membership records; and photographs. Some membership information 
for the journal Mid-America is included in the records. Subjects include the Illinois 
Catholic Historical Review, Century of Progress, Illinois Catholic Historical Society; and 
Mid-America. Organization is chronological.   
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Series 
The Illinois Catholic Historical Society records are organized into ten (10) series: 

Series 1: Correspondence, 1918-1935, Box 1 
This series contains general correspondence for the Illinois Catholic Historical Society; 
correspondence about the journal transfer to Loyola University; and the correspondence 
of managing editors and financial managers including Joseph Thompson, Frederic 
Siedenburg, S.J., Francis J. Rooney, and Gilbert Garraghan, S.J. 

Series 2: Publicity, 1922, undated, Box 1 
This series contains news articles about the Illinois Catholic Historical Society and its 
programs. 

Series 3: Century of Progress, 1933-1934, Box 2 
This series includes correspondence, invoices, exhibit space agreements, an employee 
pass, building permits, rules and regulations, brochures, articles, photographs, and a 
visitors log for the Marquette cabin exhibit sponsored by the Illinois Catholic Historical 
Society.  

Series 4: Minutes and Financial Reports, 1924-1934, Box 3 
This series includes meeting minutes and financial reports. 

Series 5: Membership, 1918-1965, Boxes 3 – 6 
This series includes subscription lists, invoices, and receipts. 

Series 6: Biographical Information of Important Catholics, 1919, 1921, undated, 
Boxes 6 – 7
This series includes brochures, articles, programs, and biographies. Subjects include 
Edward Osgood Brown, James Cardinal Gibbons, and Dr. Otto L. Schmidt 

Series 7: Research for Articles, 1906, 1911, 1916-1918, 1921, 1929, 1930, 1932, 
undated, Box 7 
This series includes correspondence, articles, brief histories, chapter outlines, research 
notes, and the chapter of a thesis. Subjects include Irish Catholic colonization, Rev. 
William Quarter, University of St. Mary’s of the Lake, the Sisters of Mercy, and the 
Catholic Church in early Illinois. 

Series 8: Photographs, undated, Box 7 
This series contains two of John Ireland and the Hall of Statues in the United States 
Capital building.  

Series 9: Artifacts, undated, Box 8 
This series includes a print of the Illinois Catholic Historical Society seal and seal 
embosser. 
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Series 10: Illinois Catholic Historical Review, 1918 – 1920, 1923-1925, Boxes 9 -15  
This series contains one bound volume of the Illinois Catholic Historical Review journal 
which includes issues vol. 1 no. 1 to vol.1 no. 4, and individual issues of the journal from 
1918 to 1925. 

Series 11: Mid-America, 1931, 1935-1984, 1990-1991, 1993, Boxes 16 - 24 
This series contains individual issues of the journal Mid-America. 

Addenda 
UA1981.34: This addendum contains volumes of the journal Mid-America from 1935 to 
1990. 

Subjects:  
Illinois Catholic Historical Society 
Siedenburg, Frederic S.J. 
Garraghan, Gilbert J. S.J. 
Rooney, Francis J. 
Thompson, Joseph 
Century of Progress 
Marquette, Jacques 
Illinois Catholic Historical Review 
Mid-America 
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Accession No.: UA1980.26, 1981.34 
Creator: Illinois Catholic Historical Society (1918-ca. 1934) 

Box Folder Title Dates 

Series 1: Correspondence, 1918-1935 
1 1 General Correspondence 1922, 1924, 

1925 
1 2 General Correspondence 1926 
1 3 General Correspondence 1927 
1 4 General Correspondence 1930 
1 5 General Correspondence 1931 
1 6 General Correspondence 1932 
1 7 General Correspondence 1933 
1 8 General Correspondence 1934 
1 9 General Correspondence 1935 
1 10 General Correspondence 1936 
1 11 General Correspondence 1937 
1 12 General Correspondence 1938 
1 13 American Catholic Historical Society 1929 
1 14 Journal Transfer to Loyola University 1927, 1931, 

1934-1937 
1 15 Joseph Thompson, former editor 1918-1924, 

1929-1930 
1 16 Frederic Siedenburg, S.J. 1919, 1927 
1 17 Frederic Siedenburg, S.J. 1933-1934 
1 18 Francis J. Rooney, American Catholic Historical 

Association Meeting 
1928 

1 19 Francis J. Rooney 1928 
1 20 Francis J. Rooney 1929 
1 21 Francis J. Rooney 1930 
1 22 Francis J. Rooney 1931 
1 23 Francis J. Rooney 1932 
1 24 Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J. 1929 
1 26 Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J. 1930 
1 27 Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J. 1931 
1 28 Gilbert J. Garraghan, S.J. 1932 
1 29 Subscription Correspondence 1934-1935 

Series 2: Publicity, 1922, undated 
1 30 Publicity 1922, undated 

Series 3: Century of Progress, 1933-1934 
2 1 Official View book, Official Book of the Fair 1933 
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2 2 Century of Progress Participation (1 of 2) 1933-1934 
2 3 Century of Progress Participation (2 of 2) 1933-1934 
2 4 Marquette Day Plans 1933 
2 5 Marquette Cabin Plans 1933 
2 6 Marquette Cabin Information Requests 1933 
2 7 Marquette Cabin Publicity 1933 
2 8 Marquette Cabin Visitor’s Log (1 of 2) 1933 
2 9 Marquette Cabin Visitor’s Log (2 of 2) 1933 

Series 4: Minutes and Financial Reports, 1924-
1934 

3 1 Minutes 1927-1931 
3 2 Financial Reports  1924-1933 
3 3 Invoices and receipts 1924-1925, 

1930-1933 
3 4 Loyola University Press Invoices and Receipts 
3 5 Mid-America Contributors 

Series 5: Membership, 1918-1965 
3 6 Mid-America Life Members 

3 7 Membership Applications 

4 Active Life Members 
5 Retired Members List 
6 1 Subscriptions 
6 2 Subscribers List 
6 3 Mid-America Annual Subscriptions 
6 4 Mid-America Annual Subscriptions/Life 

Memberships 
6 5 Mid-America Subscriptions 
6 6 Mid-America Subscription Receipts A-K 
6 7 Mid-America Subscription Receipts K-Z 
6 8 Mid-America Subscription Receipts A-F 
6 9 Mid-America Subscription Receipts G-L 
6 10 Mid-America Subscription Receipts L-N 
6 11 Mid-America Subscription Receipts N-Z 

Series 6: Biographical Information of 
Important Catholics, 1919, 1921, undated 

6 12 Dictionary of American Biography 
7 1 Edward Osgood Brown 

1924-1934 
1930-1931 

1927, 1929, 
1932 
1927, 1929, 
1932 
1918 – 1930 
1919-1930 
1929 
Ca. 1935-1965 
1936-1953 
1952-1953 

1964-1968 
1935-1936 
1935-1936 
1939 
1939 
1939 
1939 

undated
1919

7 2 James Cardinal Gibbons Funeral Services Program 1921 
7 3 Dr. Otto L. Schmidt bio undated
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Series 7: Research for Articles, 1906, 1911, 1916-

7 4 1906, 1930, 

7 5 
undated 
1932

7 6 undated

7 7 undated
7 8 undated
7 9 

1918, 1921, 1929, 1930, 1932, undated 
Indian Missions 

Sr. M. Aquinata Martin, O.P. “Irish Catholic 
Colonization in the Diocese of Omaha 1856-1890” 
McGirr “Life – Rt. Rev. Wm. Quarter, D.D., First 
Catholic Bishop of Chicago: 
University of St. Mary’s of the Lake – History 
Sisters of Mercy – History 
The Church in Early Illinois – Chapter Outline undated

7 10 Church History notes 
7 11 Newspaper articles – Illinois 

undated
1911, 1916-
1918, 1921,
undated

7 12 Newspaper articles – Chicago 1929, undated 

Series 8: Photographs, undated 
7 13 John Ireland undated
7 14 U. S. Capital Hall of Statues: Marquette, Shields, undated

8 1 undated
8 

Carroll 

Series 9: Artifacts, undated
 Illinois Catholic Historical Society Seal 
Embosser – seal  

Series 10: Illinois Catholic Historical Review, 
1918 – 1920, 1923-1925  

9 Illinois Catholic Historical Review 1918-1919, 
bound volume 

1918-1919 

9 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 1 (4 
copies) 

1918 

10 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 1 (5 
copies) 

1918 

10 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 2 (3 
copies) 

1918 

11 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 2 (8 
copies) 

1918 

12 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 2 (8 
copies) 

1918 

13 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 2 (1 
copy) 

1918 
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13 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 3 (8 
copies) 

1918-1919 

14 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 3 (5 
copies) 

1919 

14 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 4 (5 
copies) 

1919 

15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. 1 no. 4 (3 
copies) 

1919 

15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. II no. 3 1920 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. II no. 4 1920 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. III no. 2 1920 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. VI no. 1-2 1923 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. VI no. 3 1924 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. VII no. 4 1925 
15 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, vol. VII no. 3 1925 

Series 11: Mid-America,1931, 1935-1984, 1990-
1991, 1993 

16 Mid-America An Historical Review, Vol. XIII New 
Series vol. II, no. 4 

1931 

16 Mid-America vol. XVII, no. 1; New series vol. VI 1935 
16 Mid-America vol. 17, no. 2; new series vol. 6 1935 
16 Mid-America vol. 17, no. 3; new series vol. 6 1935 
16 Mid-America vol. 18, no. 1; new series vol. 7 1936 
16 Mid-America vol. 18, no. 3; new series vol. 7 1936 
16 Mid-America vol. 18, no. 4; new series vol. 7 1936 
16 Mid-America vol. 20, no. 2; new series vol. 9 1938 
16 Mid-America vol. 20, no. 3; new series vol. 9 1938 
16 Mid-America vol. 20, no. 4; new series vol. 9 1938 
16 Mid-America vol. 21, no. 1; new series vol. 10 1939 
16 Mid-America vol. 21, no. 2; new series vol. 10 1939 
16 Mid-America vol. 21, no. 3; new series vol. 10 1939 
16 Mid-America vol. 21, no. 4; new series vol. 10 1939 
17 Mid-America vol. 22, no. 2; new series vol. 11 1940 
17 Mid-America vol. 22, no. 3; new series vol. 11 1940 
17 Mid-America vol. 23, no. 1; new series vol. 12 1941 
17 Mid-America vol. 23, no. 2; new series vol. 12 1941 
17 Mid-America vol. 23, no. 3; new series vol. 12 1941 
17 Mid-America vol. 23, no. 4; new series vol. 12 1941 
17 Mid-America vol. 24, no. 1; new series vol. 13 1942 
17 Mid-America vol. 24, no. 2; new series vol. 13 1942 
17 Mid-America vol. 24, no. 3; new series vol. 13 1942 
17 Mid-America vol. 24, no. 4; new series vol. 13 1942 
17 Mid-America vol. 25, no. 1; new series vol. 14 1943 
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17 Mid-America vol. 25, no. 2; new series vol. 14 1943 
17 Mid-America vol. 25, no. 3; new series vol. 14 1943 
17 Mid-America vol. 25, no. 4; new series vol. 14 1943 
17 Mid-America vol. 26, no. 1; new series vol. 15 1944 
17 Mid-America vol. 26, no. 2; new series vol. 15 1944 
18 Mid-America vol. 26, no. 3; new series vol. 15 1944 
18 Mid-America vol. 26, no. 4; new series vol. 15 1944 
18 Mid-America vol. 27, no. 1; new series vol. 16 1945 
18 Mid-America vol. 27, no. 2; new series vol. 16 1945 
18 Mid-America vol. 27, no. 3; new series vol. 16 1945 
18 Mid-America vol. 27, no. 4; new series vol. 16 1945 
18 Mid-America vol. 28, no. 1; new series vol. 17 1946 
18 Mid-America vol. 28, no. 2; new series vol. 17 1946 
18 Mid-America vol. 28, no. 3; new series vol. 17 1946 
18 Mid-America vol. 28, no. 4; new series vol. 17 1946 
18 Mid-America vol. 29, no. 1; new series vol. 18 1947 
18 Mid-America vol. 29, no. 2; new series vol. 18 1947 
18 Mid-America vol. 29, no. 3; new series vol. 18 1947 
18 Mid-America vol. 29, no. 4; new series vol. 18 1947 
18 Mid-America vol. 30, no. 1; new series vol. 19 1948 
18 Mid-America vol. 30, no. 2; new series vol. 19 1948 
18 Mid-America vol. 30, no. 3; new series vol. 19 1948 
18 Mid-America vol. 30, no. 4; new series vol. 19 1948 
19 Mid-America vol. 31, no. 1; new series vol. 20 1949 
19 Mid-America vol. 31, no. 2; new series vol. 20 1949 
19 Mid-America vol. 31, no. 3; new series vol. 20 1949 
19 Mid-America vol. 31, no. 4; new series vol. 20 1949 
19 Mid-America vol. 32, no. 1; new series vol. 21 1950 
19 Mid-America vol. 32, no. 2; new series vol. 21 1950 
19 Mid-America vol. 32, no. 3; new series vol. 21 1950 
19 Mid-America vol. 32, no. 4; new series vol. 21 1950 
19 Mid-America vol. 33, no. 1; new series vol. 22 1951 
19 Mid-America vol. 33, no. 2; new series vol. 22 1951 
19 Mid-America vol. 33, no. 3; new series vol. 22 1951 
19 Mid-America vol. 33, no. 4; new series vol. 22 1951 
19 Mid-America vol. 34, no. 1; new series vol. 23 1952 
19 Mid-America vol. 34, no. 2; new series vol. 23 1952 
19 Mid-America vol. 34, no. 3; new series vol. 23 1952 
19 Mid-America vol. 34, no. 4; new series vol. 23 1952 
19 Mid-America vol. 35, no. 1; new series vol. 24 1953 
19 Mid-America vol. 35, no. 2; new series vol. 24 1953 
19 Mid-America vol. 35, no. 3; new series vol. 24 1953 
19 Mid-America vol. 35, no. 4; new series vol. 24 1953 
20 Mid-America vol. 36, no. 1; new series vol. 25 1954 
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20 Mid-America vol. 36, no. 2; new series vol. 25 1954 
20 Mid-America vol. 36, no. 3; new series vol. 25 1954 
20 Mid-America vol. 36, no. 4; new series vol. 25 1954 
20 Mid-America vol. 37, no. 1; new series vol. 26 1955 
20 Mid-America vol. 37, no. 2; new series vol. 26 1955 
20 Mid-America vol. 37, no. 3; new series vol. 26 1955 
20 Mid-America vol. 37, no. 4; new series vol. 26 1955 
20 Mid-America vol. 38, no. 1; new series vol. 27 1956 
20 Mid-America vol. 38, no. 2; new series vol. 27 1956 
20 Mid-America vol. 38, no. 3; new series vol. 27 1956 
20 Mid-America vol. 38, no. 4; new series vol. 27 1956 
20 Mid-America vol. 39, no. 1; new series vol. 28 1957 
20 Mid-America vol. 39, no. 2; new series vol. 28 1957 
20 Mid-America vol. 39, no. 3; new series vol. 28 1957 
20 Mid-America vol. 39, no. 4; new series vol. 28 1957 
20 Mid-America vol. 40, no. 1; new series vol. 29 1958 
20 Mid-America vol. 40, no. 2; new series vol. 29 1958 
20 Mid-America vol. 40, no. 3; new series vol. 29 1958 
20 Mid-America vol. 40, no. 4; new series vol. 29 1958 
20 Mid-America vol. 41, no. 1; new series vol. 30 1959 
20 Mid-America vol. 41, no. 2; new series vol. 30 1959 
20 Mid-America vol. 41, no. 3; new series vol. 30 1959 
20 Mid-America vol. 41, no. 4; new series vol. 30 1959 
21 Mid-America vol. 42, no. 1 1960 
21 Mid-America vol. 42, no. 2 1960 
21 Mid-America vol. 42, no. 3 1960 
21 Mid-America vol. 42, no.4 1960 
21 Mid-America vol. 43, no. 1 1961 
21 Mid-America vol. 43, no. 2 1961 
21 Mid-America vol. 43, no. 3 1961 
21 Mid-America vol. 43, no. 4 1961 
21 Mid-America vol. 44, no. 1 1962 
21 Mid-America vol. 44, no. 2 1962 
21 Mid-America vol. 44, no. 3 1962 
21 Mid-America vol. 44, no. 4 1962 
21 Mid-America vol. 45, no. 1 1963 
21 Mid-America vol. 45, no. 2 1963 
21 Mid-America vol. 45, no. 3 1963 
21 Mid-America vol. 45, no. 4 1963 
21 Mid-America vol. 46, no. 1 1964 
21 Mid-America vol. 46, no. 2 1964 
21 Mid-America vol. 46, no. 3 1964 
21 Mid-America vol. 46, no. 4 1964 
22 Mid-America vol. 47, no. 1 1965 
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22 Mid-America vol. 47, no. 2 1965 
22 Mid-America vol. 47, no. 3 1965 
22 Mid-America vol. 47, no. 4 1965 
22 Mid-America vol. 48, no. 1 1966 
22 Mid-America vol. 48, no. 2 1966 
22 Mid-America vol. 48, no. 3 1966 
22 Mid-America vol. 48, no. 4 1966 
22 Mid-America vol. 49, no. 1 1967 
22 Mid-America vol. 49, no. 2 1967 
22 Mid-America vol. 49, no. 3 1967 
22 Mid-America vol. 49, no. 4 1967 
22 Mid-America vol. 50, no. 1 1968 
22 Mid-America vol. 50, no. 2 1968 
22 Mid-America vol. 50, no. 3 1968 
22 Mid-America vol. 50, no. 4 1968 
22 Mid-America vol. 51, no. 4 1969 
22 Mid-America vol. 52, no. 2 1970 
22 Mid-America vol. 52, no. 3 1970 
22 Mid-America vol. 52, no. 4 1970 
23 Mid-America vol. 53, no. 1 1971 
23 Mid-America vol. 53, no. 2 1971 
23 Mid-America vol. 53, no. 3 1971 
23 Mid-America vol. 53, no. 4 1971 
23 Mid-America vol. 54, no. 1 1972 
23 Mid-America vol. 54, no. 2 1972 
23 Mid-America vol. 54, no. 3 1972 
23 Mid-America vol. 54, no. 4 1972 
23 Mid-America vol. 55, no. 1 1973 
23 Mid-America vol. 55, no. 2 1973 
23 Mid-America vol. 55, no. 3 1973 
23 Mid-America vol. 55, no. 4 1973 
23 Mid-America vol. 56, no. 1 1974 
23 Mid-America vol. 56, no. 1 1974 
23 Mid-America vol. 56, no. 2 1974 
23 Mid-America vol. 56, no. 3 1974 
23 Mid-America vol. 56, no. 4 1974 
23 Mid-America vol. 57, no. 1 1975 
23 Mid-America vol. 57, no. 2 1975 
23 Mid-America vol. 57, no. 3 1975 
23 Mid-America vol. 57, no. 4 1975 
23 Mid-America vol. 58, no. 1 1976 
23 Mid-America vol. 58, no. 2 1976 
23 Mid-America vol. 58, no. 3 1976 
23 Mid-America vol. 59, no.14 1977 
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23 Mid-America vol. 59, no. 2 1977 
23 Mid-America vol. 59, no. 3 1977 
24 Mid-America vol. 60, no. 1 1978 
24 Mid-America vol. 60, no. 2 1978 
24 Mid-America vol. 60, supplement Franco-American 

Symposium 
1978 

24 Mid-America vol. 60, no. 3 1978 
24 Mid-America vol. 61, no. 1 1979 
24 Mid-America vol. 61, no. 2 1979 
24 Mid-America vol. 61, no. 3 1979 
24 Mid-America vol. 61, no. 1 1980 
24 Mid-America vol. 62, no. 2 1980 
24 Mid-America vol. 61, no. 3 1980 
24 Mid-America vol. 63, no. 3 1981 
24 Mid-America vol. 64, no. 1 1982 
24 Mid-America vol. 64, no. 2 1982 
24 Mid-America vol. 64, no. 3 1982 
24 Mid-America vol. 65, no. 1 1983 
24 Mid-America vol. 65, no. 2 1983 
24 Mid-America vol. 65, no. 3 1983 
24 Mid-America vol. 66, no. 1 1984 
24 Mid-America vol. 72, no. 1 1990 
24 Mid-America vol. 72, no. 3 1990 
24 Mid-America vol. 73, no. 1 1991 
24 Mid-America vol. 75, no. 3 (2 copies) 1993 
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