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Biographical Sketch

John Edward Festle, S.J. was born on July 28" 1925, in Chicago, Illinois, one of
four sons born to Katherine and John Edward Festle Sr. He attended grammar school at
Our Lady of Lourdes from 1930 to 1938 and high school at Loyola Academy in Chicago
between 1938 and 1942. Festle entered the Society of Jesus soon after high school
graduation, on August 8™ 1942, and subsequently entered Seminary at Xavier University
in Cincinnati (1942-1946). From 1946 to 1949 he attended West Baden College at Loyola
University Chicago, receiving his B.A. in Latin and Greek (1947) his Licentiate of
Philosophy (1949) and his M.A. in Greek (1949). Between the years of 1949 and 1953 he
studied at Oxford University, receiving a second B.A. in Latin and Greek Literature.
Festle then studied Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, receiving
his Licentiate of Sacred Theology in 1957. Throughout the course of his academic
pursuits, he also studied at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland (1950), the
American School of Classical Studies in Athens (1952), the Vergilian School in Cuma,
Italy (1956), and the Villa S. Ignazio in Florence, Italy (1957-1958).

He received his first teaching appointment in 1958, in the Classical Studies
Department of the Milford College of Liberal Arts at Xavier University. In 1961 he was
promoted from Instructor to Assistant Professor, and in 1966 to Associate Dean of
Milford College. Additionally, he served as the Milford College Librarian throughout his
time at Xavier (1958-1966) and traveled as a visiting professor, holding positions at
Loyola University Chicago (1962-1963; 1965), Fordham (1963) and Gonzaga (1964).

In February of 1966 Festle began his career at Loyola University of Chicago as an
Assistant Professor of Classical Studies. Fluent in Latin, Ancient Greek, and Italian, he
would go on to teach several graduate and undergraduate courses in the classics
throughout his academic career. He was promoted to Associate Director of the Honors
Program in 1968, Freshman Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1975, and
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Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1977. Festle also became involved
in Loyola University’s Rome Center, teaching there for the 1969-1970 school year and
subsequently assisting in programming throughout the remainder of his Loyola career.

Throughout his career, Festle remained active in the greater academic community,
both nationally and internationally. He often gave lectures, published frequently in his
area of study, and served as delegate to several conferences, including the International
Conference on Classical Studies in Bonn, West Germany (1969), the National
Association of Honors Councils in Williamsburg, Maryland (1973) and the Illinois
Council for Humanities and Public Issues (1974). Additionally, Festle remained actively
involved in the Jesuit community, giving frequent sermons, serving as Loyola’s Jesuit
delegate to the Province Assembly of the Chicago Province (1976), and helming and
participating in multiple religious retreats. He also occasionally wrote prose and poetry as
a hobby.

Upon being diagnosed with cancer of the tongue, and eventually lymphoma,
Festle took a leave of absence from his position at Loyola in 1982. He never regained his
health and passed away in Chicago, at the age of 58, on November 12, 1983.

Scope and Content

The papers of John E. Festle, S.J comprise 8.5 linear feet and span the years 1932-
1983, with the bulk encompassing 1965-1981. The collection includes correspondence,
notes, agendas, minutes, syllabi, reports, surveys, articles, memos, sermons, and statistics.
Each series of this collection is arranged chronologically, with the exception of
Committees, which is arranged alphabetically and then chronologically within each
separate committee. Committees include the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS)
Academic Council, CAS Core Curriculum, CAS Faculty Council, Danforth, Foreign
Culture, Lewis Towers Honors Program, Rhodes Scholarship, Space, Sue Nebel Core
Literature, Undergraduate Scholarships and Undergraduate Admissions.

Series 1: Personal Records, 1932-1983, no date. Boxes 1-2

This series includes correspondence with family members and close friends, school
papers, prose and poetry, personal desk calendars, cards and programs, and his
Curriculum Vitae.

Series 2: Professional Correspondence, 1965-1982, no date. Boxes 3-4

This series is composed of correspondence which relates to Festle’s academic career,
including his various positions and engagements at Loyola, and to the Jesuit community.
The correspondence has been arranged by topic rather than addressee.

Series 3: Jesuit Activities, 1955-1982, no date. Boxes 4-5
This series includes notes from sermons and lectures and addresses, retreat materials,
agendas and minutes, and by-laws and statutes.

Series 4: Classical Studies Department, 1964-1983, no date, Box 6
This series includes meeting notes, annual reports, course surveys and information, notes
on syllabus design, and evaluations.

John E. Festle, S.J. Papers Page 2



Loyola University Chicago ~ Archives and Special Collections

Series 5: Academic Research, 1939-1982, no date, Boxes 7-8
This series includes academic papers, documents and notes utilized in various research,
and a collection of articles about education.

Series 6: Teaching Materials, 1949-1978, no date, Boxes 9-11

This series includes annotated copies of classic works, photocopied articles and papers,
syllabi, lecture notes and outlines, supplementary course materials (including
photographs), and the dissertation and corresponding notes of Donald J. McGuire (1975-
1976), for which Festle served as advisor.

Series 7: Freshman Dean Records, 1975-1977, Box 12
This series includes correspondence relating to his initial appointment, a North Central
Visitation report, housing questionnaires and class statistics.

Series 8: College of Arts and Sciences Dean Records, 1946-1981, Boxes 12-13
This series includes notes, memos, student reports, lists, rosters, questionnaires, and
departmental statistics.

Series 9: Committees, 1968-1981, Boxes 13-20
This series includes notes, agendas, memos, minutes, reports, membership lists, and
proposals.

Series 10: Restricted, 1974-1982, Box 21
This series contains student grades and Festle’s personal information.

Subjects:

Aristotle

Classical Studies Department
Committees

Festle, John E., S.J.

Loyola University Chicago
Jesuits

Jesuits in Higher Education
Madame deNicolay

Plato

Religion in Education
Rome, Italy

Schoder, Raymond, S.J.
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Accession No.: UA1984.07
Creator: Festle, John E.,S.J. (1925-1983)

Box  Folder Title Dates
Series 1:Personal, 1932-1983

1 1 Childhood School Papers 1932-1941

1 2 Prose Written by Festle 1942-1981

1 3 Poetry and Verse Written by Festle 1945-1981

1 4 Christmas Card Lists 1946-1962

1 5 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & Brothers  1946-1949

1 6 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & Brothers 1950

1 7 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & Brothers  1950-1951

1 8 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & His 1951-1953
Brothers

1 9 Oxford Examination Lecture Lists & Notes 1953

1 10 Assorted Personal Correspondence 1953-1968

1 11 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & His 1955-1956
Brothers

1 12 Festle’s Ordination-Notes, Correspondence & Clippings 1956

2 1 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & His 1957-1958
Brothers

2 2 Correspondence Between Festle and Madame DeNicolay 1964-1982

2 3 Correspondence Between Festle, his Parents & His 1967-1979
Brothers

2 4 Assorted Personal Correspondence 1970-1979

2 5 Festle’s Editorial Letter Published in the Wall Street 1974
Journal, Documents Pertaining to

2 6 Festle’s Curriculum Vitae Documents 1976-1982

2 7 Assorted Personal Correspondence 1980-1982

2 8 Festle’s Silver Jubilee, Documents Pertaining to 1981

2 9 Correspondence Relating to Festle’s Iliness 1982

2 10 Festle’s Personal Desk Calendar 1982

2 11 Festle’s Personal Desk Calendar 1983

2 Box John E. Festle, S.J. Teeth No date

Series 2: Professional Correspondence, 1965-1982

3 1 Professional Correspondence No Date

3 2 Festle’s Initial Assignment to Loyola 1965-1966

3 3 Professional Correspondence 1965-1968

3 4 Classical Studies Department Correspondence 1966-1974

3 5 Provincial Conferences Correspondence 1967-1982

3 6 Rome Classics Program Correspondence 1967-1972

3 7 Professional Correspondence 1970-1976

3 8 Freshman Dean Professional Correspondence 1975-1977
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3 9 Correspondence and Supplementary Documents 1976-1982
Between Festle and Rev. Stanley Klores

3 10 Correspondence Relating to the Appt. of Festle as CAS 1977
Dean

3 11 Hart, Charles- Correspondence Relating to Funeral Of 1977

3 12 Professional Correspondence 1977-1979

3 13 Provincial Letters 1977-1978

4 1 S.J Recruitment Committee Correspondence 1977-1978

4 2 CAS Dean Professional Correspondence 1978-1981

4 3 Provincial Correspondence 1978-1980

4 4 Correspondence Related to Leave of Absence 1979-1982

4 5 Provincial Correspondence 1981-1982

4 6 Professional Correspondence 1980-1982

Series 3: Jesuit Activities, 1955-1982

4 7 Sources for the History of Jesuit Education No Date

4 8 Illustrated Lecture on Oxford, Printed Materials No Date

4 9 Illustrated Lecture on Oxford, Photos and Slides No Date

4 10 Sermons & Retreats, Ministry Pieces: Tridua, Triduum,  1955-1965
Days of Recollection

4 11 Assorted Ministry Pieces and Notes 1956-1966

4 12 Catholic Preaching Mission-Festle’s Sermon Notes 1958

4 13 Assorted Ministry Pieces & Notes 1966-1971

4 14 Culture Lectures & Notes 1966

4 15 Agquinas Dante Lectures & Notes 1967

4 16 Bylaws and Statutes of the Jesuit Board of Trustees 1967

4 17 Eight Day Retreat Materials 1967-1974

5 1 Matching Opportunities and Resources for Entrepreneurs 1967-1974
(MORE) Program-Notes & Documents Pertaining to its
Establishment at Loyola

5 2 Assorted Ministry Pieces and Notes 1968-1978

5 3 Loyola University Jesuit Community-Foundation 1971-1972
Statements and Assorted Documents

5 4 Loyola University Jesuit Community-Meeting Notes, 1971-1980
Agendas & Assorted Documents

5 5 Copy of Loyola Phoenix with Attached Memo on 1973
Academic Reorganization

5 6 Assorted Ministry Pieces & Notes 1974-1981

5 7 Jesuit Colleges in the US, Survey of Awards Given 1975

5 8 Loretto Retreat, Notes & Documents 1975

5 9 Catherine M. Geary, Notes from Memorial Mass 1975

5 10 Chicago Province Assembly Documents 1976

5 11 Charles Hart Funeral Sermon & Related Documents 1977

5 12 Assorted Ministry Pieces & Notes 1978

5 13 Chicago Province of the Society of Jesus-Golden 1978
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5 14 Feast of the Apostles & Feast of the Immaculate 1978-1979
Conception, Ministry Pieces

5 15 Assorted Ministry Pieces & Notes 1979

5 16 Loyola Faculty Newsletters 1979-1980

5 17 Memo from Jesuit Retirees at Loyola 1979

5 18 Mertz, Fr., Funeral Documents 1979

5 19 Bulletin and Memaos from the United States Catholic 1980
Conference

5 20 Homilies at Community Liturgies 1981-1982

5 21 Golden Jubilee Celebration Documents 1982

Series 4: Classical Studies Department, 1964-1983

6 1 Classical Studies Dept.- Course Surveys & Course 1964-1972
Information

6 2 Classical Studies Dept.-Teachers Meetings, Minutes, &  1966-1970
Related Materials

6 3 Memos on Syllabus Design & Space Needs for Classical 1966-1967
Studies Dept.

6 4 Classical Studies Dept. Annual Report 1968-1969

6 5 Classical Studies Dept. Departmental Notes & Reports 1970-1972

6 6 Classical Studies Dept. Meeting Notes & Memos 1971-1972

6 7 Classical Studies Dept. Meeting Notes & Minutes 1972-1973

6 8 Classics Research by Prof. Oikonomides 1972

6 9 Proposal for Masters Degree in Classical Archaeology & 1972
Numismatics

6 10 Catalogue of Filmstrips Held by Classical Studies Dept. 1973

6 11 Classical Studies Dept.-Notes, Documents & Memos 1973-1974

6 12 Classical Studies Dept.-Meeting Notes & Documents 1974-1977

6 13 Festle’s Faculty Evaluations 1976

6 14 Classical Studies Dept.-Departmental Information 1982-1983

Series 5: Academic Research, 1939-1982

7 1 Aristotle, Academic Papers No Date

7 2 Oedipus Tyrannus, Notes & Documents No Date

7 3 Roman History, Academic Papers No Date

7 4 Speech Given by Cardinal Newman in 1879 No Date

7 5 Ratio and Juniorate, Education and Aims, by Father A.P. 1939
Farrell

7 6 Atomic Theory, Academic Paper 1946-1947

7 7 Greek History, Academic Papers 1946-1948

7 8 Notes/Research Related to St. John Chrysostom 1951-1956

7 9 Papers & Ephemera from a Visit to Greece 1956

7 10 Virgil Biographies & Book Reviews 1958-1971

7 11 Latin: New Methods-Documents 1959-1964
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7 12 “Voyage of Argo” Outline 1959

8 1 Jesuit Education, Papers & Articles 1963-1967

8 2 “Exact Translation From One Language Into Another”- 1964
Notes & Responses to Festle’s Paper

8 3 Horace & Virgil- Research, Notes & Documents 1964

8 4 Latin Education- Notes & Research 1964-1967

8 5 Roman Archaeology, Notes from Rome Campus 1967

8 6 North Central Association- Information on Graduate 1970
Programs in North America

8 7 Journal & Newspaper Articles on Education, Collected 1976-1977
by Festle

8 8 Journal & Newspaper Articles on Education, Collected 1978
by Festle

8 9 University Values & Assessment Study Documents 1982

Series 6: Teaching Materials, 1949-1978

9 1 Class Lectures- Assorted Photocopied Documents No Date

9 2 Decameron, Second Day-Photocopies No Date

9 3 History Graphs No Date

9 4 Iliad: Books I-XI and Panoramic Structure No Date

9 5 Iliad: Books XI1I-XXIV No Date

9 6 Latin 112-Syllabi, Notes & Documents No Date

9 7 Plato: Res Publica, Assigned Oxford Essays No Date

9 8 Plato: Res Publica, Books I-V No Date

9 9 Plato: Res Publica, Books VI-X No Date

9 10 Renaissance/Medieval Education Bibliographies No Date

9 11 Schoeder, Raymond S.J., Curriculum Vitae No Date

9 12 Sophocles Articles No Date

9 13 St. Augustine, Donatism, Manichaeism, Pelagianism No Date
(Articles from the New Catholic Encyclopedia)

9 14 Lucretius: Running Notes for Books 1, 2 & 3 1949-1966

9 15 Cicero vs. Cataline: Lecture Notes & Documents 1958-1974

9 16 Quintilian Latin Class- Notes, Syllabi & Outlines 1958

9 17 Sophocles: OT, Back Tests & Quizzes 1959-1970

10 1 Odyssey: All General Materials Pertaining to More than ~ 1963-1980
One Book

10 2 Principles of Education: Former Tests, Rexograph 1963-1963
Material, Posted Notes, Bibliographical Notes &
Assignments

10 3 Bude Republic Outlines: Select Bibliography of 1964
Passages to be Read in Greek

10 4 Exodus of the Oedipus Tyrannus, Essays from Greek 2A 1964
Class

10 5 Plato Res Publica, Class Notes & Syllabi 1964-1967

10 6 Schoeder, Raymond S.J., Paper on Greek Religion 1964

10 7 Greek Theatre Documents 1965
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10 8 History of Education: Lectures on Greek & Roman 1965
Education

10 9 Interscholastic Latin Contest, Notes & Documents 1965

10 10 Latin Class Lecture Notes: Annaei Senecae ad Lucilium  1965-1966
EPP Morales

10 11 Rexograph Originals: Latin Authors Other Than Virgil 1965-1969

10 12 Plato: Apology, Class Notes 1966

10 13 Quintilian Latin 328, Syllabi & Class Notes 1967-1970

10 14 Rexograph Materials on Educational Philosophy 1967

10 15 Roman Culture Course: Notes, Syllabi & Additional 1967
Materials

10 16 Roman Culture Course: Supplementary Photographs & 1967
Postcards

10 17 Iliad: All Materials Distributed to Class 1968-1980

10 18 Pindar: Daily Class Folder 1968

10 19 Greek 398 Honors, Sophocles 1968-1969

10 20 Plato: Res Publica, Class Notes & Syllabi 1969-1970

10 21 Quintilian, History of Roman Education (for Rome 1969-1970
Center) Syllabi & Notes

11 1 Humanism of Antiquity: Class 383, Syllabi/Notes 1970-1971

11 2 Rome Center Teaching Materials-Classical Theatre 1970

11 3 Plato: Res Publica, Class Notes & Syllabi 1971-1976

11 4 Correspondence Study Division Bulletin 1972

11 5 Latin Class Syllabi 1972

11 6 Odyssey Books I-XXIV & Panoramic Structure 1972-1980

11 7 Humanism of Antiquity- Quintilian Syllabi & Notes 1976

11 8 McGuire, Donald J., Dissertation 1976

11 9 Latin 398, Section 104- Syllabi & Class Notes 1977

11 10 McGuire, Donald J., Dissertation & Notes 1977

11 11 Latin Fathers Course, Syllabi & Documents 1977-1978

Series 7: Freshman Dean Records, 1975-1977

12 1 Freshman Dean, Initial Appt. Documents 1975

12 2 Freshman Dean Activies-Notes & Documents 1975-1977

12 3 North Central Visitation Report 1975

12 4 Questionnaires & Additional Documents Relating to 1975-1981
Housing and Community Prayer

12 5 CAS Counseling Corps Notes Relating to Freshman 1976-1977
Class

12 6 Freshman Class Statistics & Related Documents 1977

Series 8: College of Arts & Sciences Dean Records,
1946-1981

12 7 Documents Relating to the Lewis Towers Building 1946-1972

12 8 CAS Dean’s Office Handbook 1977
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12 9 CAS Student Enrollment & Recruitment, Statistics & 1977-1982
Notes
12 10 Space Expansion & Supply Purchases at 10 E. Pearson,  1978-1981
Notes & Documents
12 11 CAS Dean’s Activities, Documents & Memos 1978-1980
12 12 CAS Notes & Memos from Ronald Walker, Dean 1978-1979
12 13 Part-Time Faculty Evaluation 1979
12 14 Renovations of 10 E. Pearson, Notes & Documents 1979-1980
12 15 Supplemental Photographs of 10 E. Pearson 1980
12 16 School of Education Dean- Notes & Memaos on the 1979
Search for
12 17 Student Data Reports & Deans Lists 1979-1982
12 18 Advisor Rosters 1980-1981
12 19 CAS Dean Memos & Notes 1980-1981
13 1 Theology Dept. Chairman- Notes & Memos on the 1980
Search For
13 2 CAS Dean Memos, Notes & Statistics 1981-1982
13 3 Humanities: First Working Statement, by Festle 1981
13 4 Senior Questionnaire Results 1981-1982
13 5 Space Consolidation- Notes & Memos 1981
Series 9: Committees, 1968-1981
13 6 Archives Committee Notes 1979
13 7 CAS Academic Council Notes 1968-1969
13 8 CAS Academic Council Statutes 1969-1971
13 9 CAS Academic Council Notes 1970-1971
13 10 CAS Academic Council Notes 1971-1972
14 1 CAS Academic Council Notes 1972-1973
14 2 CAS Academic Council Notes 1973-1974
14 3 CAS Academic Council: Agenda, Meetings & Notes 1974-1975
14 4 CAS Academic Council Notes (1 of 2) 1974-1975
14 5 CAS Academic Council Notes (2 of 2) 1974-1975
14 6 CAS Academic Council- Foreign Language 1975
Requirement Proposal
14 7 CAS Academic Council- Foreign Language 1975-1978
Requirement Statistics
15 1 CAS Academic Council Meeting Notes (1 of 2) 1975-1976
15 2 CAS Academic Council Meeting Notes (2 of 2) 1975-1976
15 3 CAS Academic Council Agenda, Minutes & Notes 1976-1977
15 4 CAS Academic Council Notes & Departmental Statistics 1976-1977
15 5 CAS Academic Council Agenda, Minutes & Notes 1977-1978
15 6 CAS Academic Council Notes 1978-1979
15 7 CAS Academic Council Notes 1979-1980
16 1 CAS Academic Council- Agenda, Minutes & Notes 1979-1980
16 2 CAS Academic Council- Agenda, Minutes & Notes 1980-1981
16 3 CAS Academic Council Notes 1981-1982
John E. Festle, S.J. Papers Page 9

Loyola University Chicago ~ Archives and Special Collections



16
16
16

16
17
17
17

17
17
17

17

17

17
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

18
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
19

19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19

o O1 b WN P~ o o1 b~

~

CO~NOO OIS WNPEFEE O oo

[{e]

(e e
N - O

OOl WN

5
8

9

10
11
12
13
14

Loyola University Chicago ~ Archives and Special Collections

CAS Chairmen’s Meeting Notes

CAS Core Curriculum Committee Notes

CAS Core Curriculum Committee :Comments,
Communication, Reports, Studies, Correspondence
CAS Core Curriculum Committee Notes

CAS Core Curriculum Committee Notes (1 of 2)
CAS Core Curriculum Committee Notes (2 of 2)
CAS Core Curriculum Committee Chairperson
Applications

CAS Core Curriculum Committee Documents
CAS Core Curriculum Committee Documents
CAS Core Curriculum Committee-Interdisciplinary
Courses

CAS Core Curriculum Committee, Notes & Related
Documents (1 of 2)

CAS Core Curriculum Committee, Notes & Related
Documents (2 of 2)

CAS Counseling Corps Committee, Notes

CAS Counseling Corps Program Evaluation

CAS Faculty Council Meeting Minutes

Additional CAS Faculty Council Notes

CAS Faculty Council Notes

CAS Faculty Council, Meetings 1 & 2

CAS Faculty Council, Meetings 3 & 4

CAS Faculty Council Reports

CAS Faculty Council Spring Elections

CAS Faculty Council Spring Elections Supporting
Documents

CAS Faculty Council Meetings #5 & 6

CAS Faculty Council Meetings # 7 & 8

CAS Faculty Council Meetings #9 & 10
CAS-Various Committee Notes

Danforth Committee Documents

Danforth Committee Notes

Foreign Culture Committee Notes

Loyola Committees Membership List

Loyola Milford Library Evaluation Documents
Lewis Towers Honors Program, Files, Articles &
Documents

Lewis Towers Honors Program, Planning Documents

Lewis Towers Honors Program, Documents & Programs

Lewis Towers Honors Program Documents

Lewis Towers Honors Program Documents

Rhodes Scholarship Notes & Documents

Rhodes Scholarship: Materials for Michael J. Martin

Rhodes Scholarship: Materials for Gregory G. Germano

Rhodes Scholarship: Materials for James Sullivan &
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1977-1979
1971-1972
1972-1978

1974-1975
1975-1976
1975-1976
1976

1977
1977-1978
1978-1979

1979
1979

1976
1977
1970-1975
1971-1981
1975-1976
1975
1975-1976
1975-1976
1976
1976

1976
1976
1976
1972-1974
1974
1975
1979
1974-1975
1970-1979
1968-1975

1972
1973-1975
1974
1975
1972-1976
1976
1978
1981
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Thomas Bujnowski

Space Committee Meeting Notes

Space Committee Meeting Notes

Space Committee Meeting Notes

Space Committee Meeting Notes

Space Committee Meeting Notes

Sue Nebel Core Literature Committee Notes
Undergraduate Scholarships Committee Notes &
Documents (includes Jameison Report)
Undergraduate Admissions Committee- Meeting Notes
Undergraduate Admissions Committee- Agendas,
Minutes & Memos

Women’s Studies Program at Loyola, Proposal For

Series 10: Restricted, 1974-1982
Personal Records
Student Records
Personal Recommendations, A-H
Personal Recommendations, J-Z

1977
1977-1978
1978-1979
1979
1979-1981
1981
1973-1976

1974
1976

1978

1979-1982
1976-1982
1974-1982
1974-1982

John E. Festle, S.J. Papers

Page 11



