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Curriculum Vitae 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Department of History 

praleigh@live.unc.edu 

EDUCATION 

May 2019 PhD in History, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Dissertation: “Narrative, History, and Kingship in Angevin 

England,” supervised by Marcus Bull 

September 2011 MA in History (Crusades), Cardiff University 

June 2009 BA in History, DePaul University 

PUBLICATIONS 

Chapter in an Edited Volume 

“‘Fere Tirannicus’: Royal Tyranny and the Construction of Episcopal Sanctity in Gerald of 
Wales’ Vita Sancti Hugonis.” In Gerald of Wales: New Perspectives on a Medieval Writer and 

Critic, edited by Georgia Henley and Joseph MacMullen, 165-182. Cardiff: University of Wales 
Press, 2018. 

Book Review 

Review of Benson, Robert L., Law, Rulership, and Rhetoric: Selected Essays of Robert L. 

Benson. H-War, H-Net Reviews (October 2015). 

Manuscripts in Preparation 

“Royal Character and Royal Characters in the English Historical Imagination.” Article 
Manuscript, expected submission 2019. 

Digital Publications 

(with Richard Talbert et al.) Ptolemy’s Table of Important Cities. 4 Maps, Digital Publication: 

http://awmc.unc.edu/free-maps/maps-for-texts/. Ancient World Mapping Center. June 2017. 

mailto:praleigh@live.unc.edu
http://awmc.unc.edu/free-maps/maps-for-texts/


  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

As Instructor of Record 

Medieval History (Fall 2017, Fall 2018) 

Histories of Medieval Britain (Fall 2017) 

Europe Before 1650 (Fall 2016, Fall 2018) 

 

As Graduate Student Instructor 

Early Medieval History (Spring 2018) 

Roman History (Spring 2016, Spring 2019) 

Ancient Greek History (Fall 2016) 

Europe Before 1650 (Fall 2015) 

Medieval History (Spring 2014, Spring 2015) 

Early Modern Europe (Fall 2014) 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

May 2018 Wagstaff Distinguished Service Award, History Department, 
UNC-Chapel Hill 

May 2016 Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Graduate Student Instructor, 

History Department, UNC-Chapel Hill 

 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2018 Dorothy Ford Wiley Dissertation Workshop Grant, UNC-CH 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies Program 

2017 Sara Malone Grant, UNC-CH Medieval and Early Modern Studies 

Program 

2017 Mellon Distinguished Professor Summer Fellowship, UNC-CH 

2017 Helen Maud Cam Dissertation Fellowship, Medieval Academy of 

America 

2016 Mellon Distinguished Professor Summer Fellowship, UNC-CH 

2015 Mellon Distinguished Professor Summer Fellowship, UNC-CH 

2015 Mowry and Clein Dissertation Fellowship, UNC-CH 



  

2015 Travel Award, UNC-CH Medieval and Early Modern Studies 

Program 

2014 Mellon Distinguished Professor Summer Fellowship, UNC-CH 

2010-11 History Department Studentship, Cardiff University 

 

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY 

Conferences Organized 

2018 Haskins Society Conference, Associate Director 

2017 Haskins Society Conference, Associate Director 

 

Panels Organized 

2018 “Peace, Kingship, and Political Innovation in the Long Twelfth 
Century.” Medieval Academy of America Annual Meeting, 

Atlanta, GA. 

2017 “Rulership and the Vision of History in Twelfth-Century Britain.” 
Haskins Society Conference, Chapel Hill, NC. 

2015 “Narratives of Power and Sacrality in the Long Twelfth Century.” 

International Medieval Congress, Kalamazoo, MI. 

 

Papers Presented 

2018 “‘By Peace or Battle’: Conceptualizing Peace and Political 
Development in Angevin England.” Medieval Academy of 

America Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA. 

2017 “Royal Character and Royal Characters in the English Historical 
Imagination.” Haskins Society Conference, Chapel Hill, NC. 

2017 “The ‘Main’ and the ‘Marginal’ in Richard of Devizes’ 

Chronicon.” Sewanee Medieval Colloquium, Sewanee, TN. 

2016 “More with Prudence than Steel: Comparative Kingship and Royal 
Characterization in Angevin Historical Narratives.” International 

Medieval Congress, Leeds, UK. 

2016 “King of Pride, King of Peace: Juxtaposing Monarchs in the 
Historical Writing of Angevin England.” Department Research 
Colloquium, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC. 



  

2015 “A Lion among Lambs: Power, Masculinity, and the Rightful King 
in Richard of Devizes’ Chronicon.” International Medieval 

Congress, Kalamazoo, MI. 

2015 “Propter Regem Regum: Episcopal Sanctity and Royal Conflict in 
Gerald of Wales’ Vita Sancti Hugonis.” New Perspectives on 

Gerald of Wales, Cambridge, MA. 

 

UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2017-Present Administrative Assistant, Program in Medieval and Early Modern 
Studies, UNC-CH 

2016-Present Cartographic Research Assistant, Ancient World Mapping Center 

2016 Research Assistant 

 

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 

2017-Present Member, History Department Graduate Studies Committee 

2015-Present Member, Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies 
Graduate Student Board 

2017-8 Graduate Historical Society President 

2016-7 Graduate Historical Society MA Mentor 

2016-7 Member, History Department Committee on Teaching 

 

LANGUAGES 

English – Native Language 

Latin – Advanced Reading Knowledge 

Spanish – Conversational 

French – Basic Speaking Knowledge, Advanced Reading Knowledge 

German – Basic Speaking and Reading Knowledge 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 

2015-Present Medieval Academy of America 

2013-Present Charles Homer Haskins Society 



  

REFERENCES 
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Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3195 
919-962-5544 
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Richard Talbert 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
Department of History 

554A Hamilton Hall 
102 Emerson Dr., CB #3195 

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3195 
919-962-3942 
talbert@email.unc.edu 

 
Michael Staunton 

University College, Dublin 
School of History 
Newman Building 

Belfield, Dublin 4 
(+353) 01 716 8165 

michael.staunton@ucd.ie 
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